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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

i 

the  Whickham  Urban  District  Council'. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1951  for  your  con¬ 
sideration. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  the  year,  comparing  with 
two  in  1950.  This  gives  a  very  appreciable  fall  in  the  maternal 
mortality  rate,  which  is  of  little  statistical  significance  due  to  the 
small  numbers  involved. 

A  decrease  is  also  recorded  in  deaths  from  Cancer  (all  forms) 
and  Tuberculosis.  Small,  but  reflect  ing  it  is  hoped  an  increasing 
control  over  these  diseases. 

The  death  and  infantile  mortality  rates  both  showr  a  fall,  the 
latter  appreciably  so.  Both  rates  compare  favourably  with  the 
Durham  County  rate  and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  overall  increase  in  numbers  of  infectious  disease  cases 
was  attributalbe  to  rises  in  notification  of  measles  and  whooping 
cough. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  and  again  none  of 
Diphtheria.  Scarlet  Fever  showed  a  reduction  and  the  disease 
continued  mild  in  character. 

Numbers  of  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  showed  a  slight  in 
crease.  Substantial  results  against  this  infection  will  only  be 
gained  by  maintaining  a  high  standard  of  hygiene  in  home,  food 
shop  and  restaurant.  Present  measures  and  public  education  give 
hope  that  this  is  attainable 
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I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  my  staff  for  their  unfailing 
co-operation  and  to  those  departments  who  have  supplied 
information  incorporated  in  this  report. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  L.  KELLY, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  Acres:  6,2.13. 

Population — -1951  Census:  23,116. 

Population — Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid-1951 :  22,790. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses: 

Council,  1,715;  Other,  4,949;  Total,  6,664. 

No.  of  Premises  other  than  houses:  474. 

Rateable  Value:  4102,749. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate:  £378. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  PHYSICAL  FEATURES 

OF  THE  AREA 

The  boundaries  remain  as  formerly,  i.e.,  to  the  North  the  River 

Tyne;  to  the  West,  the  River  Derwent;  to  the  East,  the  County 

Borough  of  Gateshead  and  the  Rural  District  of  Chester-le-Street; 

to  the  South,  the  Stanley  Urban  District.  The  Area  is  divided  into 

lour  Wards. 

i — Dunston:  This  Ward  has  the  largest  population  of  the  District 
and  is  both  residential  and  industrial.  The  population  finds 
its  employment  at  Flour  Mills,  Soap  Works,  Paint  Manufacture, 
Pre-cast  Concrete  Manufacture,  Saw  Mills,  Electricity  Generat¬ 
ing  Station  and  in  Shipping. 

!2 — Swalwell:  The  chief  industries  are  Coal-mining,  Engineering, 
Foundry-work,  Brick-making,  and  Metal-working.  A  screening 
plant  used  in  connection  with  open-cast  coal  workings  is  situated 
in  the  northerly  part  of  the  Ward. 

3 — Whickham:  Is  semi-rural  in  character,  and  is  essentially  resi¬ 
dential.  There  is  one  coal-mine  in  the  Ward.  The  population 
finds  its  employment  outside  the  Ward. 
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4 — Marley  Hill:  This  Ward  is  very  scattered  and  rural.  Coal¬ 
mining  is  the  only  industry;  there  are  four  collieries  in  the  Ward. 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

Flie  average  monthly  number  of  unemployed  shows  an  appre¬ 
ciable  decrease  of  47  as  compared  with  the  figure  for  1950.  The 
following  information  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  Fishpool,  Manager 
of  the  Local  Employment  Exchange  at  Dunston. 


AVERAGE  MONTHLY 

AYERAGE  MONTHLY 

YEAR 

FIGURE  OF 
UNEMPLOYMENT 

YEAR 

FIGURE  OF 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

1942 

48 

1947 

160 

194a 

70 

1948 

196 

1944 

50 

1949 

160 

1945 

160 

1950 

165 

1946 

200 

1951 

118 

The  number  of  unemployed  in  December,  1951,  was  115  and 
of  this  number  50%  were  considered  to  be  unfit  for  normal  indus¬ 
trial  employment  due  to  physical  defects  or  their  inclusion  in  the 
older  age  groups. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  382  and  the  natural 
increase  of  population  (i.e.,  excess  of  births  over  deaths)  117. 
There  were  7  still-births. 

The  birth  rate  was  16.76  per  1,000  population  as  compared 
with  15.49  for  1950.  Comparison  tables  are  given. 


Live  Births  -  Whickham  U.D.  Area. 


1950 

1951 

Male 

Femal  e 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

175 

173 

348 

191 

180 

371 

Illegitimate 

6 

3 

9 

3 

8 

11 

Total 

181 

17b 

357 

194 

188 

382 

Birth  Rate 

15-49  per 

lb • 7b  per 

1 .000  popula 

i  ion 

1 ,000  population 
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Still  Births  -  Whickham  U.D.  Area. 


1950 

1951 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

5 

4 

9 

— 

3 

4 

7 

Total 

5 

4 

1  9 

3 

4 

7 

Still  Birth 

0 • 39  per 

0-31  per 

Rate 

1,000  population 

1,000  population 

1951  -  Still  and  Live  Births  -  Whickham,  compared  with 


Country  generally.  Rates  per  1,000  population. 


Whiekh’m 

County 

Durham 

England 

and 

Wales 

126  Cty.  Boro’s 
and  Cirt.  Towns 
inclu’g  London 

Smaller  T’s 
Resident  pop’n 
25,000  -  50,000 

Live 

Still 

Births 

Births 

16-76 

00-31 

17-60 

00-46 

15-50 

00-36 

17-30 

00-45 

16-70 

00-38 

Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  during  1951  was  265,  and  the  death 
rate  11.68  as  compared  with  12.15  for  1950. 


Infantile  Mortality 

There  were  11  infantile  deaths  recorded  (8  male  and  3  female) 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  28.79  as  compared  with  42.00 
last  year. 


Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded,  giving  a  maternal  mor¬ 
tality  rate  of  0.00  as  compared  with  5.47  for  1950.  The  figure  for 
England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1951  was  and  for  Durham 

County 
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THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF 
DEATH  DURING  1951. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  ... 

4 

6 

2 

Tuberculosis  (Other)  ... 

1 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

6 

Meningo  Coccal  Infection 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

9 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

5 

6 

1 ) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lang,  Bronchus  ... 

5 

— 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

2 

18 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

3 

14 

Other  Malignant  &  lymphatic  Neoplasms 

9 

9 

15 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia ... 

— 

— 

16 

Diabetes  ... 

1 

2 

17 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

12 

17 

18 

Coronary  Disease.  Angina  ... 

19 

15 

19 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

6 

8 

20 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

15 

22 

21 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

6 

4 

22 

Influenza 

3 

4 

23 

Pneumonia 

4 

9 

24 

Bronchitis 

1 1 

6 

25 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

— 

— 

26 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

2 

— 

27 

Gastritis.  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

— 

28 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

30 

Pregnancv,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

2 

— 

32 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  . 

15 

15 

33 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

— 

34 

All  Other  Accidents  ... 

3 

5 

35 

Suicide  ... 

2 

1 

36 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

— 

— 

130 

124 

1951  DEATHS  WHICKHAM  U.D,  COMPARED  WITH  REST  OF  COUNTRY 


Deaths  from  all 
causes  per  1 ,000 

Whickham 

County 

Durham 

England 

and 

Wales 

126  County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns,  inc. 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
Resident 
population 
25,000  to 
50,000 

population 
Infantile  Mort¬ 
ality  Rate  per 

11-63 

12-4 

12-5 

13-5 

12-5 

1 ,000  live  hirth 

28-79 

420 

29-6 

33-9 

27-6 
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GRAPH  SHOWING  RISE  AND  FALL  IN  BIRTH  AND  DEATH 
RATES  AND  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES,  1942  -  1951. 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities 

All  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  This  Govern¬ 
ment  service  is  free  of  cost  to  practitioners  and  the  Council. 


Bacteriological  Examinations  from  Whickham  District,  195!. 


Year 

1  QCA 

Blood 

Faeces 

u 

rine 

Serological 
Examinr’s 
En  teric 
Fever 

Cu 

» 

1  re 

Ent’ic 

Dygen 

tery 

Food 
Poi  son- 
ins 

Sal  mon 
ella.  T. 

1 

Organ 

isms 

Ent’ic 

Organ 
isms  ! 

T 

.  B. 

l  VDV) 

T 

Pos  i' ve 

Negative 

No.  of 
Specimens 

O 

75 

rt 

< 

(t 

No.  of 
Specimens 

Positive 

No.  of 
Specimens 

Positive 

No.  of 
Specimens 

Positive 

aj 

!? 

Ik 

75 

Positive 

No.  of 
Specimens 

No.  of 
^Specimen 

Positive 

Positive 

T  yph’s 

H 

*<  X 

3  8J 

5?* 

1st  Quarter 

1 

1 

359 

146 

2nd  Quarter 

409 

103 

1 

1 

3rd  Quarter 

1 

73 

1 1 

1 

4th  Quarter 

66 

1 1 

9 

2 

Total 

1 

1 

l 

907 

271 

1 

1 

10 

2 

Year 

1950 


Swabs  (Throat,  Nasal,  Ear) 


n 

c_ 

rt 

c 

a 


■o 

zr 

rt 

3* 

ft 


u  I 

3 

n  A 
n 


u.  o 

3  2. 

n  ^ 

i 


*v 

o 


< 

t » 


re® 

£.2 
re  rr 
3  re 
re  -i 

re  S' 


re  2" 

5  o 

o  o 

3  ■-» 
(/) 


T 

c 


0) 


re  re  2T  as 
O  re  *<  ^ 
re  3  2.  g 
re  r»  o  3 
-o  o 


X 

3 

re  2 

5° 


-•  re  O 

a  3 

®  1  C/! 


y 


>< 

3  3 

crc 

— •  <t 

3  3 

»  rr 

c n 


Cfi 

■a 

re 

re  S 

5'° 

5  2. 

3 

0) 


X 

o 

v> 


CTQ 


a: 


Sputum 


T.B. 


Cfl 

3 

re  _ 
re  2 


“0 

c 

v. 


to 

3 

re  3. 

G.  o 

3 

re  3 

3 

w 


,  T. 

B. 

★ 

icr. 

ro 

•7- 

ft 

n  ' 

C 

-■  c 

X 

3  ■ 

re  2. 

3 

rt 

< 

(t 

7) 

09 

o 

2- 

m 

3 

a 

O 

c 

a 


"0 

o 

w 


Total 


Z 

o 


X 

*3 

ft 

o 


ft 

13 

c® 


TJ 

O 

cn 


ft 


1st  Qtr. 
2nd  Qtr 

3rd  Qtr. 
4th  Qtr. 

3 

1 

1 

3 

5 

S 

4 

11 

6 

3 

5 

6 

5 

3 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

23 

27 

42 

68 

3 

2 

6 

10 

1 

1 

4 

5 

1 

1 

405 

452 

128 

157 

156 

1 16 

20 

26 

Total 

6 

1  1 

4 

25 

1 

14 

i9 

1 

160 

21  fll  '  2 

! 

1142 

318 

h  Specimens  taken  at  Whickham  Chest  Clinic. 
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Ambulance  Facilities 

Ambulajnce  services  are  provided  by  the  Durham.  County 
Council.  Included  in  this  service  is  the  transport  of  cases  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease  to  Sheriff  Hill  Isolation  Hospital. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  administration  of  District  Nursing  comes  within  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  the  Durham  County  Council.  The  Home  Help  service  is 
also  available  and  there  is  a  constant  demand  for  assistance  in 
view  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  admissoin  of  cases  of  chronic 
illnesses  to  hospital  at  the  present  time. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

Facilities  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  in  school  child¬ 
ren,  together  with  sun-ray,  maternity  and  child  welfare,  and 
dental  treatment  are  made  available  by  Durham  County  Council  at 
various  centres  within  or  adjacent  to  the  area. 

Hospital  Accomodation 

(a)  Infectious  Dieases.  As  and  from  the  1st  April,  1951, 
Norman's  Riding  Hospital  ceased  to  be  used  for  normal  cases  of 
infectious  disease.  All  cases  requiring  isolation  are  referred  to 
Sheriff  Hill  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  Tuberculosis.  Provision  is  made  for  the  hospital  treatment 
of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  various  sanatoria  within  the 
Counties  of  Durham  and  Northumberland.  There  is  also  a  chest 
clinic  situated  at  Whickham  for  the  supervision  of  domiciliary  cases. 
Norman's  Riding  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  is  now  used  solely  as 
a  Sanatorium  for  females  and  children.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
persons  having  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  being  admitted  to 
Sanatoria  very  shortly  after  diagnosis  was  established.  This  speedy 
primary  treatment  gives  patients  a  much  greater  expectation  of 
recovery  and  complete  cure. 
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(c)  General.  The  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  and  the  General 
Hospital,  Newcastle,  and  the  Bensham  and  Queen  Elizabeth  Hos¬ 
pitals,  Gateshead,  receive  the  majority  of  medical  and  surgical 
cases  from  the  district.  A  convalescent  home  at  Wylam  is  available 
for  patients  after  hospital  treatment. 

Provision  for  the  treatment  of  minor  surgical  cases  is  also  avail¬ 
able  at  the  District  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital,  Whickham. 

(d)  Midwifery  and  Gynaecology.  Of  the  midwifery  and 
gynaecological  cases  sent  to  hospital,  most  find  their  way  to  the 
Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle,  the  gynaecological 
department  of  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  , Newcastle,  the  Ben- 
sham  Hospital,  Gateshead,  or  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital, 
Gateshead. 

(e)  Venereal  Disease.  Patients  may  be  referred  by  their 
doctors  to  the  Venereal  Disease  Clinic  at  the  General  Hospital, 
Westgate  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
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SECTION  C 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the 
year  was  as  compared  with  478  in  1950.  The  details  were  as 
follows : 


Disease 

No.  OF 

Cases 

Remarks 

1951 

1950 

Scarlet  Fever 

30 

46 

j  1950  All  cases  confirmed 

( 1951  do. 

Whooping  Cough 

115 

60 

Diphtheria 

- — 

— 

Measles 

288 

240 

Acute  Pneumonia 

21 

17 

1950  Two  cases  con- 

Meningo-coccal  Infection 

1 

3 

firmed;  one  not 
(  confirmed. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1951  Case  confirmed. 
1950  Two  confirmed; 

r 

4 

two  not  confirmed 

Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

116 

95 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Para-typhoid  fevers 
Enteric  Fever 

3 

— 

1951  Two  cases  con- 

Food  poisoning 

Erysipelas 

— 

6 

5 

firmed;  one  not 
confirmed. 

Chicken  Pox  . 

_ 

— 

Malaria  . 

— - 

— 

Totals  ... 

576 

478 

Incidence  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Tuberculosis  in  the 
Whickham  Area 

A  graph  is  given  on  page  showing  the  incidence  of  these 
diseases  over  the  past  10  years. 


Diphtheria 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  not  a  single  case  of  this 
disease  occurred  in  the  district.  This  is  a  cause  of  satisfaction  and 
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is  proof  of  the  effectiveness  of  immunisation.  It  is,  however,  regret- 
able  that  fewer  children  are  being  immunised  as  it  cannot  be 
assumed  that  diphtheria  will  always  be  absent  from  our  community. 

The  Durham  County  Council  are  responsible  for  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  which  is  done  by  private  doctors  and  at  County 
Council  Clinics. 


The  number  of  children  immunised  up  to  the  end  of  1951  was: 


Under  1  year  of 

age 

20 

Age  8  years 

0 

Age  1  year 

159 

Age  9  years 

0 

Age  2  years 

48 

Age  10  years 

0 

Age  3  years 

7 

Age  11  years 

1 

Age  4  years 

. . . 

5 

Age  12  years 

0 

Age  5  years 

11 

Age  13  years 

0 

Age  6  years 

1 

Age  14  years 

0 

Age  7  years 

... 

4 

During  the 

year  the  following  children  were  immunised: 

Under  5  years  of 

age 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

247 

Between  5-15  years  of  age 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

13 

Re-inforcing 

injections 

given 

to  children  aged  4-15 

years  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

136 

Starlet  Fever 

The  policy  of  home  treatment  of  this  disease  has  continued 
where  satisfactory  isolation  arrangements  were  possible..  When 
hospital  isolation  has  been  considered  necessary  it  has  always  been 
possible  to  secure  the  patients’  admission  to  Sheriff  Hill  Hospital. 
Terminal  disinfection  has  been  carried  out  in  all  cases  of  the  disease. 
There  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  home  treatment  has  resulted  in 
an  increased  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  and  the  conclusion  is  that 
the  practice  has  not  occasioned  any  risk  to  public  health. 
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Dysentery 

116  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  compared  with  95  in 
1950,  an  increase  of  21  :  109  of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  Dunston 
ward.  The  disease  was  of  a  mild  character  and  no  deaths  resulted; 
one  case  was  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospital.  The  outbreak  was 
mainly  confined  to  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  after  which 
only  sporadic  cases  occurred.  At  one  time  the  lower  classes  of 
the  Infants  Department  of  a  Dunston  School  appeared  to  be  a  focal 
point  of  the  disease.  The  Headmistress  co-operated  to  the  fullest 
extent  with  this  Department  in  enforcing  preventative  measures 
with  the  result  that  the  incidence  of  cases  amongst  the  scholars 
dropped;  this  action  probably  prevented  an  epidemic.  One  of 
the  school  meals  service  staff  at  this  school  was  found  to  be  a 
symptomless  carrier  of  the  disease  :  the  person  was  excluded  from 
her  duties  until  found  clear  of  the  infection. 


The  disease  is  very  contagious  particularly  amongst  members 
of  a  household  in  which  a  primary  case  occurs.  Despite  full 
investigation  into  primary  cases  in  a  household  in  many  cases  the 
source  of  the  infection  was  not  traced.  There  were  few  cases 
towards  year  end  which  probably  indicates  that  there  will  be  less 
cases  in  1952.  The  disease  now  appears  to  be  occurring  in  most 
parts  of  the  County. 


Para-Typhoid  Fever 

Three  sporadic  cases  of  para-typhoid  fever  B  were  notified, 
but  only  two  were  confirmed.  All  cases  were  admitted  to  isolation 
hospital  and  no  further  spread  of  the  disease  occurred.  Para¬ 
typhoid  fever  is  usually  spread  by  means  of  food  but  the  source  of 
infection  of  both  cases  could  not  be  ascertained  :  none  of  the  cases 
were  associated  with  any  general  outbreak  of  this  disease. 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1951. 


Disbasbs 

Total  Cases 

notified 

Under 

1  year 

1  -  5  years 

5-15  years 

A< 

V) 

u 

rt 

0> 

>* 

»o 

r-i 

• 

jE  ( 

C/5 

U 

Cl 

V 

>» 

CO 

• 

tr: 

04 

3HO 

( ft 

U 

V 

>i 

»o 

f 

«o 

CO 

UPS 

C/1 

u 

nj 

V 

>» 

to 

• 

55  -  65  years 

65  and  over 

Unknown  ' 

Cases  admitted 

to  hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

30 

9 

19 

l 

1 

1 

1  1 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

1 

l 

1 

Erysipelas  ...  . 

Measles 

288 

11 

194 

82 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

21 

1 

1 

4 

3 

i 

1 

3 

.3 

4 

4 

Acute  Poliomyelitis... 

Whooping  Cough 

115 

10 

83 

18 

l 

1 

1 

1 

Men  in  go  Coccai  Infection... 

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Dysentery  ... 

1 16 

4 

34 

32 

4 

19 

10 

5 

2 

4 

2 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

Acute  Encephelttis  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Para-Typhctd  Fever  B 

3 

>! 

2 

3 

Totals 

576 

26322 

157 

11 

21 

13;' 

9 

5 

8  ! 

4 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1951. 


Diseases. 

MONTHS. 

Totals 

Wards 

Correrted 
Figure  (Totals) 

Jan’y 

Feb’v  | 

March 

April  , 

May 

June  j 

July 

Aug’t 

• 

Q 

0) 

tt) 

A. 

Oct’er 

Nov’r 

Dec’r 

£=5 

O 

rJD 

C3 

=J 

ea 

a 

c_> 

X3 

Swalwell 

IHH  'JSH 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

5 

[ 

2 

2 

3 

4 

3 

1 

1 

30 

14 

10 

6 

30 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

I 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

| 

Measles 

1 

5 

1 8  57  12054 

22 

6 

1 

2 

2 

288 

203 

30 

37 

18 

288 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

4 

9 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

21 

11 

8 

1 

1 

21 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Whooping  Cough  ..  H5 

33 

19 

12  10 

7 

10 

8 

1 

1  15 

57 

19;33 

6 

115 

Meningo  Coccai 

Infection  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neon’m 

I3ysentery 

20 

8 

45 

30 

1 

2 

5 

1 

2 

2 

116 

108 

4 

2 

2 

116 

Food  Poisoning 

Acute  Encephalitis 

) 

1 

1 

1 

Para-Typhoid  F’er  B 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

_ 

2 

3 

i 

Totals  14243 

*  i 

| 

74 

65 

78 

i 

132  76  34 

j 

14 

7 

3 

7 

478 

396 

1 

72  84 

35 

1 

576 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


During  the  year  37  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and 
4  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified.  The  detailed  figures 
are  tabulated  on  the  following  page. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  with 
regard  to  the  employment  of  tuberculosis  persons  in  dairies,  etc., 
nor  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Tuberculosis.  Cases  notified  during  1951. 


Total 

Dunston 

Whic’ham 

Swalwell 

Mar.  Hill 

Respiratory 

37 

21 

6 

6 

4 

Non-Respiratory 

4 

1 

1 

- 

2 

Total 

41 

22 

7 

6 

New  Cases  (including  inward  Transfer*)  and  Mortality  during  1951 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non-pul 

•nonarv 

Pulmonary 

Non -pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  yr. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  —  5 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—15 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

15  -  25 

3 

10 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

25  —  35 

5 

3 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

35  —  45 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

45  —  55 

3 

3 

1 

9 

+4 

1 

— 

- — 

55  -*  65 

2 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

16 

21 

3 

i 

10 

7 

— 

— 

16 


Sex 


No.  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  Register  at  commence¬ 
ment  of  year. 


No.  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  Register  at  end  of  year  1951 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 
m on ary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

Male 

166 

95 

166 

98 

Female 

135 

99 

144 

99 

Totals 

301 

194 

310 

197 

Removals  from  Register. 


Reasons. 

C/3 

pi  Pulmonary 

i 

n  1  __  .  . 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

H 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Died 

17  10 

7 

_ 

— 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

2  1  1 

— 

— 

1 

Removed  from  district  •• 

8  '  5 

3 

— 

— 

Recovered... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

29  16 

12 

— 

1 

17 


u  m  s  £  &  or-  Cases 
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SECTION  D 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1 — Water  Supply 

The  Dunston,  Swalwell  and  greater  part  of  Whickham  wards 
are  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  and 
Marley  Hill  ward  by  the  Durham  County  Water  Board.  Both 
supplies  have  proved  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality  and  quantity. 
No  samples  were  taken  by  the  Department  but  both  undertakings 
have  furnished  details  of  bacteriological  examinations  to  which  their 
samples  have  been  subjected  and  the  results  show  the  water  to  be 
of  good,  wholesome  quality.  The  following  additional  details  are 
given  : 


Extensions  to  water  mains  ...  ...  ...  ...  468 

Houses  supplied  by  direct  main  ...  ...  ...  ...  6609 

Houses  supplied  by  standpipe  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Houses  supplied  by  wells  and  springs  ...  ...  ...  8 

Population  supplied  by  direct  main  ...  ...  ...  23046 

Population  supplied  by  standpipe  ...  ...  ...  46 

Population  supplied  by  wells  and  springs  ...  ...  24 


2 — Closet  Accommodation 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  in  the  Area  6,892  water  closets 
and  181  ash  closets. 


3 — Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage 

The  following  information  relating  to  Public  Cleansing  has 
been  supplied  by  the  Council's  Surveyor. 


Tons  of  refuse  collected 
Number  of  separate  premises  served 
Kitchen  waste  salvaged 
Other  materials  salvaged  ... 


.  13110 

.  6710 

142  tons  13  cwts. 

t 

98  tons  16  cwts. 
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All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  crude  tipping  at  Dunston,  Sunnisid-e 
and  Byermoor. 


4 — Sanitary  inspection  of  Area 

Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year 
Public  Health  Act,  1936 


Sanitation  and  Buildings 
Nuisances  and  offensive  trades 

Infectious  diseases 
Watercourses,  ditches,  ponds  . 
Revisits 

Ineffectual  visits 


l  779 


1106 

76 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Re  Milk  Sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949 

Visits 


1961 


111 

1 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Visits  in  connection  with  surrender  of  unsound  food 

and  premises  registered  under  Sec.  14  ...  ...  99 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Ineffectual  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Factories  Act,  1937 

Sanitary  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ineffectual  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Shops  Act,  1950 

Health  and  Welfare  provisions  ...  ...  ...  21 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Housing  Acts,  1936  -  1949 

Unfit  Property  and  Overcrowding 


o  o 
OO 


12 


36 

14 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Visits  2 

Civil  Defence 

Meetings  Attended  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Housing  Management 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  operation  of  the  Council's 

coding  scheme,  conditions  of  tenancy,  etc.  ...  250 

Ineffectual  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

-  259 

Total  visits  ...  2531 
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Summary  of  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department 

during  1951 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT. 

Number  of  Informal 

written  noticea  by 

Inspector 

Number  of  Formal 
Notices  by  ordar  of 
Authority 

Number  of  Nuiaancaa 
abated  after 

Notice 

General  Remarks 

Dwelling-houses  Foul  Conditions 

_ 

and 

|  Structural  Defects 

288 

26 

201 

Schools 

1  Overcrowding 

3 

— 

3 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

— 

— 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  ... 

1 

— 

1 

WaterclosetB... 

113 

5 

69 

Defective  Yard  Paving  ... 

22 

— 

14 

Defective  Traps  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Howie 

No  disconnection  from  sewara 

-- 

— 

2 

Drainage 

lOther  Faults 

48 

5 

31 

Water  Supply 

41 

— 

27 

Cleansing  of  Watercourses 

1 

— 

— 

Animals  improperly  kept 

2 

— 

2 

Verminous  Premises  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

— 

Vans  Moved  from  Unlicensed  Sites 

4 

— 

4 

Dilapidated  Dust  Bins  ... 

128 

— 

87 

Cesspools  emptied 

b 

— 

5 

Totals 

661 

36 

448 

22 


Number 

Remarks. 

WATER,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  analysis 

„  ft  condemned  as 

unfit  for  use 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

—  V 

i 

it  A  quantity  of  food  was 
surrendered  voluntarily 

See  under  Section  F. 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  disinfected 

or  destroyed  ..r  ...  4 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious 

Disease  ...  ...  44 

Schools  do.  do.  — 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected 

persons  or  articles  — 

Convictions  for  do.  do  do.  — 


General 

436  complaints  of  disrepair  and  alleged  nuisances  were  made 
to  the  Department  and  other  nuisances  were  detected  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  whilst  carrying  out  his  duties  in  the  district.  All 
complaints  were  investigated  and  as  a  result  506  informal  and  26 
statutory  notices  were  served.  In  addition  8  informal  notices  were 
served  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1939,  and  one  under  the 
Shops  Act,  1950. 

During  the  year  2,531  inspections  were  made  as  compared  with 
2,630  in  1950. 

As  reported  last  year  there  was  again  difficulty  in  securing 
early  compliance  with  informal  notices;  once  action  is  commenced 
to  deal  with  disrepair  prompt  follow-up  action  is  essential  if  the 
effectiveness  of  the  notice  is  to  be  maintained,  otherwise  urgent 
repairs  may  be  deferred  for  attention  at  the  will  of  the  owner  or 
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agent  concerned.  Many  owners,  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  repairs 
appear  to  await  for  action  by  the  Department  before  undertaking 
the  necessary  repairs,  consequently  more  tenants  rely  on  the  services 
of  the  Department  to  enforce  the  execution  of  repairs.  The  older 
houses  in  the  district  are  showing  increasing  signs  of  deterioration. 

Despite  the  transfer  of  housing  allocation  duties  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  devote  much  time  to  normal  routine  inspections  owing 
to  the  more  urgent  demands  of  housing  complaints,  follow-up 
action  in  regard  to  notices,  etc.;  in  addition  to  outside  work  an 
appreciable  amount  of  clerical  and  administrative  work  has  to  be 
undertaken. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  condition  of  the  Council's  two  main 
refuse  disposal  tips  at  Dunston  and  Sunniside.  The  method  of 
disposal  at  both  tips  is  known  as  crude  tipping,  which  has,  except 
in  sparsely  populated  rural  areas,  been  replaced  by  the  controlled 
method  of  tipping  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Both  refuse  tips  are  in  an  untidy  condition  and  are  on  fire;  they 
are  the  source  of  offensive  smells  and  provide  harbourage  for  rats 
and  in  general  are  a  potential  source  of  nuisance.  By  following  the 
principles  of  controlled  tipping  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  men¬ 
tioned  above  can  be  mainly  eliminated. 


Nature  of  Work  Done  as  a  result  of  Formal  and  Informal  Notices 

Dwelling  Houses 


W.C.  structures  repaired 
New  W.C.'s  provided  ... 

Broken  W.C.  pedestal  fittings  replaced 
Leaking  W.C.  cone  joints  repaired  ... 
Broken  W.C.  seats  replaced  ... 

Leaking  W.C.  flush  pipes  repaired 
Defective  W.C.  flushing  cisterns  repaired 
Choked  drains  unstopped  or  cleansed 
Cesspools  cleansed  /emptied 


72 

Q 

O 

2 

1 

IB 

2 

53 

28 

4 


24 


Sinks  and  waste  pipes  repaired . 

Sink  draining  boards  replaced  ... 

Broken  wash-hand  basins  replaced  ... 

Sink  fittings  repaired 
Traps  fitted  to  waste  pipes 
Burst  water  pipes  repaired 
Defective  taps  repaired/ replaced 
Domestic  hot  water  systems  installed  ... 
Domestic  hot  water  systems  repaired 
Domestic  hot  water  supply  cisterns  repaired  . . . 
Rainwater  spouting  repaired/ made  watertight 
House  roofs  repaired /made  weatherproof 
Chimney  fillet  renewed  ... 

Verge  pointing  made  good 
House  walls  brickwork /stonework  repaired  or 
pointed 

Internal  walls  rendered  in  waterproofed  cement 
External  walls  rendered  in  waterproofed  cement 
Ground  level  lowered  below  damp-proof  course 
Ties  fixed  to  walls  to  prevent  movement 
Wall  plaster  repaired 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired . 

Wooden  floors  repaired  ... 

Cone,  floors  repaired /reformed 
Defective  skirting  boards  repaired  ... 
Windows  repaired / re-corded  ... 

Stone  bay  window  mullions  pointed  ... 

House  doors  repaired/ made  weatherproof 
Kitchen  ranges  /ovens  repaired 
Other  fireplaces  repaired  or  replaced  ... 
Chimney  flues  repaired  ... 

Chimney  stacks  repaired /rebuilt 
Broken  chimnev  pots  replaced  ... 

Defective  hearths  repaired 
Kitchen  ranges  replaced 
Stair  handrails  repaired  ... 

Stair  treads  reformed 
Staircase  brickwork  repaired  ... 

Door  steps  re-formed 
Bannister  rails  repaired  ... 

Internal  staircase  woodwork  repaired  ... 

Food  stores  repaired 

Ventilated  food  store  provided . 

Wash  boilers  repaired/renewed 
Wash  house  structures  repaired 


48 

22 

o 

1 

1 

36 

11 

1 

4 

2 

132 

93 

1 

7 

16 

2 

4 

1 

1 

<70 
I  O 

55 

42 

8 
2 

54 

1 

21 

32 

9 

4 

5 
2 
3 
3 

16 

10 

1 

1 

2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
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Coal  store  structures  repaired  ...  ...  ...  61 

New  coal  stores  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

Concrete  paths  reformed  ...  ...  ...  8 

Yard  surfaces  re-formed / repaired  ...  ...  32 

Yard  walls  rebuilt /repaired  ...  ...  ...  20 

Yard  walls  rebuilt /repaired  ...  ...  ...  20 

Separate  yard  formed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dangerous  garden  walls  rebuilt  ...  ...  3 

Yard  doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Internal  doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  sculleries  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  dust  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

House  drainage  system  extended  ...  ...  1 

Broken  ventilation  pipes  replaced  ....  ...  2 

Sink  and  water  supply  installed  ...  ...  2 

Sink  surrounds  made  secure  ...  ...  ...  2 

Additional  windows  provided  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sub  floor  ventilation  improved  ...  ...  1 

Dangerous  structure  removed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Verminous  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  2 


Food  Premises  and  Shops 

Sufficient  hot  water  supply  provided  ... 
Suitable  washing  facilities  provided  ... 
Sanitary  accommodation  improved 
Sanitary  accommodation  provided  and  made 
available 

Choked  drains  unstopped 

Broken  manhole  covers  repaired 

Broken  W.C.  seats  replaced 

Washing  facilities  improved  ...  :. .. 

Premises  ceased  to  be  used  as  a  sleeping  room 

Unsatisfactory  premises  closed  ... 

Sale  of  unwashed  vegetables  from  van  discon¬ 
tinued 

Ceased  using  unsuitable  premises  for  pickling 
and  preserving 
Roofs  repaired 
Windows  repaired /cleansed 
Doors  made  self-closing  ... 

Floors  repaired  ... 

Food  room  ceiling  rendered  dust  proof 
Covers  provided  to  refuse  containers  ... 
Adequate  shelving  provided 


7 

O 

& 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

;1 

1 

1 

1 
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Milk  and  Dairies 

Improved  retail  delivery  vehicle  provided  ...  1 

Name  and  address  inscribed  on  delivery  vehicle  1 

Factories 

Screen  provided  to  approach  to  female  sanitary 

accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  re-decorated  ...  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  for  separate  sexes 

properly  indicated  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Matters 

Moveable  dwellings  removed  from  unlicensed 

site  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Occupation  of  unlicensed  moveable  dwelling 

discontinued  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisance  from  keeping  of  animals  abated  ...  7 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  1 

Offensive  accumulations  rem.oyed  ...  ...  2 

Piggeries  discontinued  in  unsuitable  situations  1 


5 — Factories  Act,  1937. 

Eleven  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  one  notice 
was  served  to  remedy  defective  sanitary  accommodation.  The 
following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  factories  of  various  classes 
which  are  on  the  Council’s  Register. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Premises 
on  Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 
Prosec  u  ted 

1  Factories  with 

Mechanical  power 

69 

11 

1 

__ 

2.  Factories  without 
Mechanical  power 

2 

_ 

- 

_ 

3.  Other  premises  under  the 
Act,  including  works 
building  and  engineering 
construction,  but  not 
including  out-workers 

3 

premises  ... 

4.  Outworkers  premises  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

74 

11 

1 

— 
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6 —  Shops  Act,  1950 

Thirty-six  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  health  and 
welfare  provisions  of  the  Act  and  improvements  were  secured  in 
connection  with  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities. 

The  Council  is  a  Shops  Act  Authority  and  the  shops  have  been 
generally  observed  in  regard  to  half-day  closing,  hours  of  closing, 
Sunday  trading  etc.;  advice  has  been  given  where  necessary.  Most 
shops  in  the  district  close  before  the  statutory  closing  hours  and 
observe  the  half-day  closing  requirement  although  there  is  no  fixed 
day.  No  complaints  were  received  from  tradespeople  or  employees, 

7 —  Moveable  Dwellings 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  nine  licences,  each  for  a 
six  month  period,  were  issued  to  persons  washing  to  station  and  use 
trailer-caravans  in  the  district;  one  application  for  a  licence  was 
refused  on  health  grounds.  Most  of  the  applicants  who  were 
granted  licences  are  employed  at  open-cast  coal  sites  in  the  district 
and  will  move  elsewhere  wdien  their  present  work  is  completed. 
Many  enquiries  are  received  about  sites  for  moveable  dwellings 
from  persons  w7ho  desire  to  move  into  the  area.  It  has  been 
necessary  to  warn  several  occupiers  of  moveable  dwellings  who  have 
come  into  the  district  without  a  licence. 

8 —  Offensive  Trades 

No  complaints  have  been  received  in  regard  to  the  offensive 
trades  w?hich  are  established  within  the  district.  One  Soap  Boiling 
premises  and  one  Fat  and  Tallow^  Melting  premises. 

9 —  Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  industrial  premises  in  the  District  give  little  trouble  re¬ 
garding  excessive  smoke  emission.  One  local  metal  works  was 
again  approached  in  regard  to  the  burning  of  rubber  material  in 
close  proximity  to  dwelling-houses;  subsequently  no  further  offence 
w^as  detected  nor  were  there  any  more  complaints.  A  complaint 
from  the  Newcastle  Health  Authorities  alleging  the  excessive 
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emission  of  ash  from  a  local  power  station  was  investigated  and 
representations  to  the  Divisional  Engineer  of  the  Electricity 
Authority  made. 

As  reported  last  year  the  coke  works  outside  the  boundaries 
of  the  District  are  the  source  of  offensive  effluvia,  and  grit;  parts  of 
the  Swalwell  ward  are  particularly  affected  by  a  nearby  coke  plant. 

10 —  Rodent  Control 

During  the  year  45  rat  and  62  mice  infestations  in  dwelling- 
houses  and  business  premises  were  eliminated  by  the  Rodent 
Operative.  The  costs  for  these  treatments  were  recovered  from  the 
owners  or  occupiers  concerned. 

The  sewers  in  the  district  were  test-baited  and  maintenance 
treatments  applied  to  eradicate  rats  in  April  and  September;  on 
both  occasions  the  infestations  were  light.  This  regular  attention 
to  the  sewers  is  reflected  in  the  reduced  number  of  complaints  of 
surface  infestations  and  is  necessary  to  qualify  for  the  Treasury 
grant  for  general  rodent  control  work. 

Regular  treatment  of  the  Council's  tips  was  also  found  to 
be  necessary.  The  area  remains  very  free  from  rat  infestation  but 
mice  infestations  in  dwelling-houses  and  shops  are  frequent. 

11 —  Insect  Pest  Control 

Beetle  infestations  were  dealt  with  in  18  houses;  insecticide 
powder  is  issued  to  householders  who  are  troubled  with  beetles. 

v-  •  _  '  * 

Bug  infestations  were  dealt  with  in  10  houses.  Two  wasp’s 
nests  were  destroyed.  There  was  little  trouble  from  flies  during  the 
Summer  and  Autumn;  probably  weather  conditions  restricted 

breeding. 
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SECTION  E 


HOUSING  AND  HOUSING  MANAGEMENT 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  was  responsible  for  the  allocation 
of  Council  house  tenancies  up  to  May,  1951,  when  the  Council 
transferred  this  duty  to  another  department.  In  addition  to  the 
letting  of  houses,  welfare  matters,  questions  arising  out  of  the 
tenancy  conditions  and  other  aspects  of  housing  management  were 
dealt  with. 

Number  of  houses  built  in  the  Area  during  1951  : 

Houses  built  by  private  enterprise  (inch  6 

Ministry  of  Works  houses)  ...  -. ..  15 

Permanent  houses  built  by  Whickham  U.D.C.  72 

(All  in  the  Dunston  Ward) 

Total  ...  87 


Comparative  figures  :  1938  to  1951  : 


Houses 

Built 

1938 

1939 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Total 

Whickham 

U.D.C. 

— 

37 

— 

— 

73 

80 

50 

68 

52 

380 

Private 

Enterprise 

122 

43 

1 

12 

26 

8 

8 

9 

15 

244 

Total 

122 

80 

1 

12 

99 

88 

58 

77 

87 

624 

Details  of  allocations  made  in  1951  : 


Ward. 

Bungalows 

2  bedrooms 

self- 

contained 

2  bedrooms 
Do’nstairs 
Flats 

3  bedrooms 
self- 

contained 

j  3  bedrooms 
i  Upstairs 
!  Flats 

4  bedrooms 
self- 

contained 

Ex-Army 

Huts 

2  bedrooms 
Alumiaium 
Pre-fabs. 

3  bedroom 
self-cont. 
B.l  S.F. 

1 

Total 

Dunston 

18 

45 

10 

36 

5 

6 

— 

137 

Whickham 

7 

13 

— 

8 

— 

3 

— 

1 

23 

Swalwell 

1 

1 

■  - 

5 

1 

- 

— 

1 

13 

Marley  Hill  •  •• 

- 

_ 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

17 

Total  ••• 

26 

59 

10 

50 

i  5 

9 

3 

1 

2 

190 
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During  the  year  7 2  new  houses  were  let  and  in  all  165  tenan¬ 
cies  were  allocated;  in  1950  68  new  houses  were  let  and  190 
tenancies  were  allocated;  in  1950  68  new  houses  were  let  and  190 
tenancies  allocated.  The  decrease  in  tenancy  allocations  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  fewer  transfers  took  place. 

The  demand  for  housing  accommodation  continues  and  at  the 
year  end  there  were  1,680  applicants  of  whom  680  were  without 
their  own  home.  The  greatest  need  is  for  two-bedroomed  houses; 
larger  accommodation  can  be  secured  on  most  of  the  Council’s 
estates  by  transferring  the  tenants  of  under-occupied  houses  to 
smaller  houses. 

At  Fellside  Camp  three  huts  were  closed  for  habitation  when 
they  became  vacant  and  no  further  lettings  were  made.  Thirty-two 
families  were  in  the  Camp  at  the  year  end.  Owing  to  progressive 
deterioration  the  huts  now7  have  a  very  short  life. 

It  has  again  not  been  possible  to  deal  with  any  slum  clearance 
or  housing  improvement  schemes  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1936- 
1949  owing  to  the  housing  shortage.  Demolition  Orders  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1936  were  made  on  two  individual  unfit  houses 
w'hich  became  vacant  and  which  were  beyond  repair. 

A  survey  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  district  would  enable  the 
Council  to  draw  up  a  provisional  housing  programme. 

There  is  no  accurate  information  to  show  the  number  of  over¬ 
crowded  houses  in  the  district  but  it  can  be  assumed  that  most 
overcrowded  families  are  applicants  for  Council  houses.  The 
degree  of  overcrowding  is  considered  when  assessing  an  application 
and  as  the  result  of  tenancy  allocations  53  cases  of  overcrowding 
in  41  private  and  T2  Council  houses  were  relieved. 

Houses  were  also  allocated  on  health  grounds,  mainly  to 
families  where  there  was  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  inadequate 
bedroom  accommodation. 
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SECTION  F 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk 

There  are  six  registered  dairies  and  12  retail  distributors  of 
milk  in  the  district.  The  supervision  of  milk  production  at  the  15 
dairy  farms  in  the  district  is  exercised  by  the  Ministry  of  Agricul¬ 
ture. 


At  the  year  end  there  was  approximately  only  20  gallons  of 
ungraded  milk  being  sold  by  retail  daily.  Most  of  the  milk  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  area,  is  pasteurised  at  large  dairies  in  the  Tyneside 
area  before  distribution  to  the  Public. 

A  small  amount  of  loose  milk  is  sold  from  two  dairies  and 
one  shop  but  all  other  milk  sold  by  retail  is  bottled;  nearly  all  the 
bottles  used  are  the  modern  overlapping  foil-capped  type.  There 
is  room  for  improvement  in  some  of  the  delivery  vehicles  in  use. 

During  1950  and  1951  the  following  annual  licences  for  desig¬ 
nated  milks  were  issued  : 

1951  1950 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  Dealers’  Licences  ...  ...  8  9 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  Dealers’  Supplementary  Licences  2  2 

Pasteuried  Milk  Dealers’  Licences  ...  ...  ...  9  9 

Pasteurised  Milk  Dealers’  Supplementary  Licences  ...  3  3 

Sterilised  Milk  Dealers’  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  38  39 

104  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 
As  in  1950  it  is  again  satisfactory  to  record  that  all  samples  of 
processed  milk  passed  the  Phosphatase  test  and  that  the  21  samples 
submitted  to  the  biological  test  were  free  from  tubercle  infection. 

One  disturbing  feature  of  these  examinations  was  that  out  of 
84  samples  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  18  were  below 
standard  and  of  these  13  were  processed  milk.  Most  of  these  failures 
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'occurred  in  hot  sultry  weather  and  the  subsequent  enquiries  revealed 
that  some  of  the  processed  milk  came  long  distances  before  being 
treated.  Pasteurisation  whilst  eliminating  disease  germs,  will  not 
halt  the  souring  process;  thus  it  was  found  that,  in  the  warmer 
weather,  some  pasteurised  milk  was  of  poor  keeping  quality.  This 
is  a  difficulty  which  is  met  with  in  populous  areas  such  as  Tyneside 
where  local  milk  production  is  insufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of 
pasteurising  establishments. 


Milk  Sampling,  1951. — Results  of  Bacteriological  Examinations 


Type  of  MilU 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Tests  to  which  submitted— 

Methylene 
Blue  Tent 

B.  Coli, 

Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Animal  Inocu¬ 
lation  for 

T ube>  e'e  bacilli 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Ungraded 

21 

15 

5 

8 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Accredited 

6 

6 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

T  uberculin-tes’d 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T.T.(  Pasteuri’d) 

11 

11 

_ 

— 

11* 

— 

3 

— 

Pasteurised 

47 

39 

8 

— 

— 

47 

— 

10 

— 

Other  heat-tr’td 

18 

13 

5 

— 

— 

18 

— 

1 

— 

Sterilised 

*1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T  ota  1 

104 

Hi 

18 

10 

— 

1  76 

23 

— 

*  This  sample  satisfied  the  Turbidity  test. 


Food  Sampling 

The  Durham  County  Council  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
for  the  District  and  enforce  the  sampling  provisions  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Department  has  very  kindly  furnished  the  following 
information. 

Number  of  samples  obtained  during  1951  ...  50 

(49  formal  and  1  informal  samples) 


33 


1  Grapes  (Informal) 

1  Prunes  in  Syrup 
1  Tinned  Apple  Slices 
1  Tinned  Orange  Slices 
1  Calves  Foot  Jelly 
1  Celery  Soup 
1  Semolina 

1  Bun  Flour 

2  Beef  Sausage 
1  Brawn 

1  Barley 


1  Mustard 
1  Batter  Mixture 
1  Coffee  &  Chicory  Mixture 
1  Ground  Almonds 
1  Pork  Sausage 
1  Pork  Sausage  Meat 
1  Tapioca  Dessert 
1  Salad  Cream 
1  Sugar 

1  Dried  Garden  Mint 
28  Milk 


Five  samples  were  adversely  reported  upon  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Samples  of  barley  and  batter  mixture  were  certified  to  be 
mite  infested.  The  degree  of  infestation  was  slight  and  did  not 
justify  legal  proceedings  being  taken.  These  cases  were  referred 
by  the  County  Weights  and  Measures  Department  to  this  Depart¬ 
ment.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  stocks  from  which 
the  samples  were  taken  had  been  disposed  of  :  existing  stocks  of 
the  articles  were  examined  but  no  evidence  of  infestation  was  found. 
The  Local  Authority  of  the  area  in  which  the  vendor’s  warehouse 
was  situated  was  advised  so  that  further  investigation  could  be 
made. 

(b)  Samples  of  Pork  Sausage  and  Pork  Sausage  Meat  were 
certified  to  be  10.8%  and  23%  deficient  in  meat  content  respective¬ 
ly.  Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendors  who  were  fined  a 
total  of  £10  and  £4/10/0  costs. 

(c)  A  sample  of  Preserved  Beef  Sausage  was  certified  to  be 
deficient  in  meat  content.  This  matter  was  referred  to  the  Ministry 
of  Food  who  sent  a  letter  of  caution  to  the  vendor. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  slaughter  of  animals  for  human  consumption  is  centralised 
and  the  Urban  District  is  supplied  with  meat  from  the  Newcastle 
abattoirs. 
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One  slaughterhouse  at  Sunniside  is  maintained  for  casual  -use 
for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  by  self-suppliers  of  bacon.  The  local  office 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food  authorised  the  slaughter  of  43  pigs  in  the 
Urban  area  during  1951.  As  in  the  previous  year  not  a  single 
request  was  made  for  a  carcase  to  be  examined  before  consumption. 
Two  slaughtermen’s  licences  were  issued  under  the  Slaughter  of 
Animals  Act,  1933,  for  a  twelve  months  period. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  by  traders  after 
being  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and,  except  for 
rationed  goods,  were  either  destroyed  or  utilised  for  animal  feeding 
purposes.  Rationed  goods  were  disposed  of  through  trade  channels 
in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Food  instructions. 


Tinned  Goods 


Tins 

Tins 

Peas 

...  12 

Mandarin  Oranges 

6 

Butter  Beans  ... 

...  2 

Apples  ... 

o 

o 

Baked  Beans  ... 

...  16 

Cherries 

1 

Beans  in  Tomato 

...  2 

Luncheon  Meat 

976 

Tomatoes 

...  59 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 

o 

Spaghetti 

1 

Chopped  Pressed  Ham 

2 

Spaghetti  in  Tomato 

1 

Cooked  Ham  ... 

O 

o 

Soup 

...  6 

Sausages 

o 

o 

Evaporated  Milk 

...  26 

Rabbit 

1 

Condensed  Milk 

6 

Pilchards 

O 

o 

Strawberries  . . . 

1 

Crab  Meat 

2 

Damsons 

1 

Sardines 

6 

Plums  ... 

...  4 

Silver  Hake 

1 

Pineapple 

1 

Salmon 

15 

Pears  ... 

1 

Golden  Syrup  ... 

1 

Orange  Slices  ... 

<> 

O 

Approximate  weight  of  the  above  foodstuffs,  8  cwts. 

-  -  -» 

11  lb. 

ozs. 

Other  Foodstuffs 

Lb.  Oz. 

Lb. 

Cooked  Ham 

.  38 

Jam 

.  85 

Wet  Fish 

.  20 

Bun  Glaze 

.  7 

Poultry 

.  50  8 

Syrup 

..  28 

Butter 

.  6  3 

Treacle  ... 

..  28 

Margarine  ... 

.  315  4 

Glace  Cherries  ... 

..  11 
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Compound  Fat  ...  280 
Pastry  Mixture  ...  112 
Dried  Milk  Powder  139 


Semolina  ...  ...  36 

Mixed  Dried  Fruit  ...  100 
Sultanas  ...  ...  60 

Currants  ...  ...  100 

Frozen  Egg  ...  72 

Dried  Eggs  ...  ...  28 


Fondant 

...  19b 

Chocolate  Fondant 

336 

Icing 

...  84 

Minced  Meat 

...  112 

Almond  Paste  ... 

...  56 

Marshmallow 

...  112 

Tea 

...  7 

Kexoca 

...  14 

Cwts 

Sugar 

...  25 

Most  of  the  above  foodstuffs  were  destroyed  or  damaged  when 
a  vehicle  caught  fire. 

Restaurants  and  Catering  Establishments 

There  are  within  the  district  109  caterers  licensed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food;  21  serve  the  general  public  and  the  other  88 
consist  of  works  and  school  canteens  and  social  and  political 
organisations. 

Both  school  meals  kitchens  were  very  satisfactory  but  as  yet 
the  dining  arrangements  at  some  of  the  schools  are  not  satisfactory. 

Butchers’  Premises 

There  are  20  butchers’  shops  in  the  district  in  addition  to  which 
meat  is  sold  from  vans  in  all  parts  of  the  district.  There  is  scope 
for  the  development  of  an  improved  type  of  mobile  shop  for  meat; 
on  a.  dry  windy  day  meat  sold  from  the  open  back  of  the  normal 
type  of  van  is  exposed  to  much  contamination  from  dust. 

Bakehouses 

There  are  7  bakehouses  in  the  district;  several  inspections  were 
made  and  in  one  case  a  number  of  improvements  were  recom¬ 
mended. 

Other  Food  Premises 

These  consist  of  grocers,  confectioners,  wet  fish,  fried  fish 
shops  etc.  Action  taken  resulted  in  a  sufficient  supply  of  hot  water 
being  provided  in  7  premises. 
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Food  Hygiene 

A  pamphlet  and  covering  letter  concerning  food  hygiene  was 
sent  to  all  food  traders.  A  few  follow-up  visits  were  made  but 
owing  to  the  staffing  position  it  was  not  possible  to  make  a  syste¬ 
matic  inspection  of  all  food  premises  in  the  district;  a  preliminary 
inspection  of  food  shops  etc.  to  ensure  that,  at  least,  there  is  com¬ 
pliance  with  statutory  requirements,  must  be  the  basis  of  a  “  Clean 
Food  ”  Campaign.  This  work,  which  is  a  most  important  duty, 
can  only  be  done  by  shelving  other  important  routine  work.  An 
unregistered  mussel  pickling  establishment  was  discovered  in  un¬ 
suitable  premises;  after  a  warning  the  business  was  discontinued 
and  no  further  action  was  taken. 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

JOHN  WILSON  MORRISON,  M.B.,  B.S. 

(Resigned  3rd  November,  1951  —  succeeded  by 

THOS.  L.  KELLY,  M.B.,  B.S.,  ‘21st  January,  1952). 


Sanitary  Inspector 


G.  RAWLINSON,  Cert.  R.S.I.  and  S.I.  Examination  Joint 
Board;  Cert,  of  R.S.I. ,  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods; 
M.S.I.A. 

(Designation  altered  from  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  May,  1951). 


Clerk  and  Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector 

H.  F.  L.  DAVIES. 


Rodent  Operative  and  Disinfection  Officer 

J.  HERON. 
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